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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2468

State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Appropriations (originally sponsored by Representatives
VanDeWege, Warnick, Blake, D ckerson, Linville, Upthegrove, MCoy,
H nkl e, Appleton, Lantz, Onsby, Mlintire, Roberts, Kenney, Hudgins,
Loom s, Kretz, Kagi, and Chase; by request of Departnent of Natura
Resour ces)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 05/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to inproving community and urban forest conditions
i n Washi ngton state; anmendi ng RCW 76. 15. 005, 76.15.020, 76.15.010, and
76. 15.007; adding a new section to chapter 76.15 RCW and creating a
new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW76.15.005 and 1991 ¢ 179 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Trees and ot her woody vegetation are a necessary and i nportant
part of community and urban environments. Community and urban forests
have many values and wuses including pronoting urban livability,
inproving public health, sequestering carbon, conserving energy,
reducing air and water pollution and soil erosion, contributing to
property values, attracting business, reducing glare and noise,
provi ding aesthetic and historical values, providing wood products, and
affording confort and protection for humans and wildlife.

(2) Well-managed and maintained community and urban forests
mnimze catastrophic losses of life, property, and environnental
val ues due to floods, wi ndstorns, ice storns, wildland fires, and other
natural disasters. Natural disasters, pest and di sease infestations,
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and | ack of protection from hunman i npacts pose significant threats to
the community and urban forests. Managenment and mai nt enance of
community and urban forests requires recognition of, and cooperation

with, public works and utilities departnent vegetation nanagenent
prograns created to prevent vegetation from interfering wth or
damaging public facilities and wutilities. Urban forests provide
multiple benefits and their loss would result in major financial,
social, and environnmental costs to WAshi ngton.

(3) As urban and community areas in Washington state grow, the need
to plan for and protect community and urban forests increases. Cities
and communities benefit from assistance in devel opi ng and mai nt ai ni ng
community and urban forestry prograns that al so address future grow h.

((3))) (4) Assistance and encouragenent in establishnent,
retention, and enhancenent of these forests and trees by |ocal
governnments, citizens, organizations, and professionals are in the
interest of the state based on the contributions these forests make in
preserving and enhancing the quality of |ife of Wshington's
muni ci palities and counties while providing opportunities for economc
devel opnent .

(5) An inventory and assessnent of conmmunity and urban forest
conditions enables the departnent to identify and establish priorities
for actions necessary to preserve and enhance the public investnent in
community and urban forest resources.

Sec. 2. RCW76.15.020 and 1991 ¢ 179 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The department ((#my)) shall establish and maintain a program
in community and urban forestry to acconplish the purpose stated in RCW
76. 15. 007. The departnent may assist nunicipalities and counties in
establ i shing and maintaining coomunity and urban forestry prograns and
encour age persons to engage in appropriate and i nproved tree managenent
and care.

(2) The departnment ((say)) shall advise, encourage, and assist
muni ci palities, counties, and other public and private entities: (a)
In the developnment and coordination of policies, progranms, and
activities for the pronotion of community and urban forestry; and (b)
in the recognition of, and for opportunities for cooperation wth,

ESHB 2468 p. 2



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W W WPNDNDNDNDNMNDNMNDNDDNNMNDNMNMNMNNNNPPRPPRPPRPPRPERPEPRPRERPPRERPE
N o oA WNEFE OO 0o N0, WDNPE OO oo N O W DN BEe o

public works and utilities departnent vegetation nanagenent prograns
created for the prevention of vegetation interfering with or danmagi ng
public facilities and utilities.

(3) The departnment nmay appoint a comrittee or council, in addition
to the technical advisory conmttee created in section 3 of this act,
to advise the departnent in establishing and carrying out a programin
community and urban forestry.

(4) The departnment nmay assi st municipal and county tree naintenance
prograns by making surplus equi prment avail able on | oan where feasible
for community and urban forestry prograns and cooperative projects.

(5)(a) The departnent shall, in collaboration with educational
institutions, nunicipalities, corporations, the technical advisory
conmmttee created in section 3 of this act, state and national service
organi zations, and environnental organizations, conduct a prioritized
statewi de inventory of community and urban forests.

(b) For purposes of efficiency, existing data and current inventory

technologies nust be utilized in the developnent of the inventory.
Statewide data nust be maintained and periodically updated by the
departnent and nade available to every nunicipality in the state.

(c) The criteria established for the statewi de conmunity and urban
forest inventory nust support the planning needs of |ocal governnents.

(d) The criteria for the statewide conmmunity and urban forest
inventory may include but is not limted to: Tree size, species,
| ocation, site appropriateness, condition and health, contribution to
canopy cover and volune, available planting spaces, and ecosystem

econom c, social, and nonetary val ue.

(e) In developing the statewide comunity and urban forest
inventory, the departnent shall strive to enable WAshington cities'
urban forest nmanagers to access carbon markets by working to ensure the

inventory devel oped under this section is conpatible with existing and
devel oping urban forest reporting protocols designed to facilitate
access to those carbon markets.

(6) The departnent shall, in collaboration with a statew de
organi zation representing urban and comunity forestry prograns, and
with any statutorily required urban forestry stakeholder task force
managed by the departnent of conmmunity, trade, and econonic
devel opnent, conduct an urban forest assessnent and devel op
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recomendations to the appropriate conmttees of the legislature to
i nprove comunity and urban forestry in Washi ngton.

(7) The inventory and assessnent required in this section nust be
capabl e of supporting the adoption and inplenentation of urban forestry
managenent plans and ordinances that nay be developed by 1ocal
government s.

(8) The departnent shall, in collaboration with nmunicipalities, the
techni cal advisory conmttee created in section 3 of this act, and a
statewide organization representing urban and comunity forestry
prograns, develop an inplenentation plan for the inventory and
assessnent of the comunity and urban forests in WAshi ngton.

(99(a) The criteria and inplenentation plan for the statew de
community and urban forest inventory and assessnent required under this
section nmust be conpleted by Decenber 1, 2008. Upon the conpletion of
the criteria and inplenentation plan's devel opnent, the departnment
shall report the final product to the appropriate conmttees of the
| eqgi sl ature. Subsequent annual reports nust be submtted each Decenber
until the statew de assessnent required under this section is conplete.

(b) An initial inventory and assessnent, consisting of the
comunity and urban forests of the willing nmunicipalities |ocated in
one county located east of the crest of the Cascade nountains and the
willing municipalities located in one county | ocated west of the crest
of the Cascade nountains nust be conpleted by June 1, 2010.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 76.15 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The commi ssioner of public lands shall appoint a technica
advisory conmttee to provide advice to the departnent during the
devel opnent of the criteria and inplenentation plan for the statew de
community and urban forest inventory and assessnent required under RCW
76. 15. 020.

(2) The technical advisory commttee nust include, but not be
limted to, representatives from the follow ng groups: Ar bori sts;
muni ci pal foresters; educators; consultants; researchers; public works
and utilities professionals; information technology specialists; and
other affiliated professionals.

(3) The technical advisory commttee nenbers shall serve wthout
conpensation. Advisory conmttee nmenbers who are not state enpl oyees
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may receive reinbursenent for travel expenses as provided by RCW
43. 03. 050 and 43.03.060. Costs associated with the technical advisory
commttee nmay be paid from the general fund appropriation mnade
available to the departnent for community and urban forestry.

(4) The technical advisory conmttee created in this section nust
be di sbanded by the comm ssioner of public | ands upon the conpletion of
the criteria and inplenentation plan for the statewide community and
urban forest inventory and assessnent required under RCW 76. 15. 020.

Sec. 4. RCW76.15.010 and 2000 ¢ 11 s 15 are each anended to read
as follows:

((YUnlessthecontext—elearly requires—otherwise)) The definitions
in this section apply throughout this chapter unless the context
clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Community and urban forest" is that land in and around human
settlenments ranging from small communities to netropolitan areas,
occupied or potentially occupied by trees and associated vegetation
Community and urban forest |land nmay be planted or unplanted, used or
unused, and includes public and private |ands, | ands al ong
transportation and wutility corridors, and forested watershed I ands
wi t hin popul ated ar eas.

(2) "Community and urban forest assessnent” neans an analysis of
the community and urban forest inventory to establish the scope and
scale of forest-related benefits and services, the econom c valuation
of such benefits, highlight trends and i ssues of concern, identify high
priority areas to be addressed, outline strategies for addressing the
critical issues and urban |andscapes, and identify opportunities for
retaining trees, expanding forest canopy, and planting additional trees
to sustain WAshington's urban and community forests.

(3) "Community and urban forest inventory" neans a nmanagenent t ool
designed to gauge the condition, managenent status, health, and
diversity of a community and urban forest. A community and urban
forest inventory may evaluate individual trees or groups of trees or
canopy cover wthin comunity and wurban forests, and nust be
periodically updated by the departnent of natural resources.

(4 "Comunity and urban forestry" means the planning,
est abli shnent, protection, care, and nmanagenent of trees and associ ated
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plants individually, in small groups, or under forest conditions wthin
muni ci palities and counti es.

((3))) (5) "Departnent” neans the departnent of natural resources.

((64»)) (B) "Municipality" nmans a city, town, port district,
public school district, community college district, irrigation
district, weed control district, park district, or other political
subdi vi sion of the state.

((65))) (7) "Person" neans an individual, partnership, private or
public municipal corporation, Indian tribe, state entity, county or
| ocal governnental entity, or association of individuals of whatever
nat ur e.

Sec. 5. RCW76.15.007 and 1991 ¢ 179 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The purpose of this chapter is to:

(1) Encourage planting and mai nt enance and managenent of trees in
the state's municipalities and counties and maxim ze the potential of
tree and vegetative cover in inproving the quality of the environnent.

(2) Encourage the coordination of state and | ocal agency activities
and maximze citizen partici pation in the devel opnent and
i npl ementation of community and urban forestry-rel ated prograns.

(3) Foster healthy economc activity for the state's conmmunity and
urban forestry-related businesses through cooperative and supportive
contracts with the private business sector.

(4) Facilitate the creation of enploynent opportunities related to
community and urban forestry activities including opportunities for
i nner city youth to learn teamwrk, resource conservation,
envi ronnent al appreciation, and job skills.

(5) Provide neaningful voluntary opportunities for the state's
citizens and organi zations interested in conmmunity and urban forestry
activities.

(6) Facilitate recognition of, and cooperation with, public works
and utilities departnent vegetation managenent prograns created for the

prevention of vegetation interfering with or danmaqgi ng public facilities

and utilities.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. If specific funding for the purposes of this
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1 act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
2 June 30, 2008, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
3 voi d.

~-- END ---
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